PUBLIC HEARING

MAY 4, 2016 AT 6:00 PM

A public hearing was held on May 4, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Lake Arthur City Hall Meeting Room at 102 Arthur Avenue, Lake Arthur, Louisiana, in which notice of the meeting was duly exercised as per requirements of open meeting law, for the purpose of hearing comments and answer questions in regards to the introduction of  Ordinance No. 572, An ordinance providing for the vaccination of all dogs within the corporate limits of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, prohibiting dogs from running at large within the limits of said town, authorizing the impounding, euthanizing of dogs, and providing for the redemption thereof by the owner; quarantining of exposed dogs; regulation of vicious and parking dogs; providing penalties for violations thereof; and repealing ordinances numbers 24, 266, 376, and 449. 

Present at the public hearing was Mayor Robert B. Bertrand; Council Members, David Hanks, Sherry Crochet, Robert Palermo, Dorothy Charles, and Ricky Monceaux; Town Clerk Cynthia Mallett; Town Attorney Bennett LaPoint; Chief of Police Ray Marcantel; and about 7 citizens; a representative of the Lake Charles American Press and Jennings Daily News.

The Mayor called the public hearing to order. Mayor Bertrand read the title of Ordinance No.572 and explained the need and purpose for the introduced ordinance. He asked if there were any questions or comments.  A citizen asked where the dog pound was located.  Mayor Bertrand gave the location as being next to the sewer plant.  A question was asked concerning cats in town and in the ordinance.  The Mayor state that at this time the town does not have the facilities to take care of cats. Mayor Bertrand closed the public hearing at 6:05 pm,
REGULAR MEETING

MAY 4, 2016  6:00 P.M.
The Mayor Pro-Tempore and Town Council of the Town of Lake Arthur met this day in regular session.  Notice of the meeting was duly exercised as per requirements of open meeting law.  

· Mayor Bertrand called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM
· Council Member David Hanks gave the invocation.

· Mayor Bertrand led the Pledge of Allegiance.
· Town Clerk, Cynthia Mallett called roll and the following was present:  Mayor Robert Bertrand; Council Members: Sherry Crochet, Ricky Monceaux, David Hanks, Robert Palermo, and Dorothy Charles; Also Present was Town Attorney Bennett LaPoint; Town Clerk Cynthia Mallett; Chief of Police Ray Marcantel; representative of Jennings Daily News and Lake Charles American Press; and about 7 citizens.
· Public Comment – Guest, NPO Directtor/Executive Director Cheri Soileau for IMCAL was present and to introduce herself as a new member of staff for IMCAL and wanted Mayor and Council to know the benefits that Lake Arthur has as members of IMCAL.  Mayor Bertrand and Council Members thanked her for coming. 
· It was moved by Dorothy Charles, seconded by Robert Palermo to adopt agenda. A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

There was no old business.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. It was moved by David Hanks, seconded by Ricky Monceaux to approve minutes from Regular Meeting, April 6, 2016 as submitted.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.

2. It was moved by Sherry Crochet, seconded by Dorothy Charles to adopt Ordinance No. 572, An ordinance providing for the vaccination of all dogs within the corporate limits of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, prohibiting dogs from running at large within the limits of said town, authorizing the impounding, euthanizing of dogs, and providing for the redemption thereof by the owner; quarantining of exposed dogs; regulation of vicious and parking dogs; providing penalties for violations thereof; and repealing ordinances numbers 24, 266, 376, and 449.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.

ORDINANCE NO. 572
            AN ORDINANCE  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  VACCINATION  OF  ALL DOGS WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF LAKE ARTHUR, LOUISIANA,  PROHIBITING DOGS FROM RUNNING AT LARGE WITHIN THE LIMITS OF SAID TOWN, AUTHORIZING  THE IMPOUNDING, EUTHANIZING  OF DOGS,  AND PROVIDING  FOR THE  REDEMPTION THEREOF BY  THE OWNER;  QUARANTINING OF EXPOSED DOGS;  REGULATION  OF  VICIOUS  AND  BARKING DOGS; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF; AND REPEALING  ORDINANCES  NUMBERS  24,  266,  376,  AND 449.

SECTION I.

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Council Members of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, in regular session convened that the definition of terms used in this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise indicates shall be as follows:

(a.) “DOGS” shall be intended to mean both male and female dogs.

(b.) “OWNER” shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association or corporation owning-keeping or harboring a dog.

(c.) “AT LARGE” shall be intended to mean off the premises of other persons authorized by the owner to care for the dog either by leash, cord, chain or otherwise.

(d.) “VACCINATION” is hereby defined as an injection of a vaccine, approved by the State Veterinarian, administered by a legally licensed veterinarian.

(e.) “REDEMPTION” is the process in which an owner of a dog may redeem said dog from impoundment.

(f.) “Fierce, Dangerous and Vicious” is if the dog has attacked or bitten any person in the past.

                                                         SECTION II.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC. that all dogs harbored or maintained by their owners in the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana shall be vaccinated for rabies.  Dogs must be vaccinated by the age of 5 months and annually thereafter.

                                                                SECTION III.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC.  that no owner or keeper shall permit any dog to run at large within the corporate limits of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana.

                                                                SECTION IV.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that any dog running at large in the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, shall be taken up by such persons authorized by the Mayor and Board of Council Members of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, and impounded in a place provided for that purpose.  Any person owning any dog impounded, under the provisions of this ordinance, shall be allowed to redeem said dog on the following conditions:

(a) Upon the payment of an impounding fee in the amount of five (5.00) dollars per day, or fractional part of a day that the said dog has been impounded, said fee to be placed in the General Fund of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana.

(b) If said dog has not been vaccinated for rabies within the current calendar year as evidenced by a certificate or proof of purchase for rabbi vaccine showing that said dog has been vaccinated.  The aforesaid dog can be redeemed by the owner only after the said dog has been vaccinated and the payment of the impounding fee hereinabove set forth.

(c) If the said dog has not been redeemed by the owner within five (5) days after being impounded, the Animal Control Officer shall have the authority to grant ownership of the dog to anyone.

         SECTION V.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that if the dog is not redeemed by the owner or if ownership is not granted to anyone, the Animal Control Officer may have a certified person euthanize all such dogs impounded, in a humane manner, and shall deposit the carcasses in such a place as may be designated for such purposed.

           SECTION VI.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC. that it shall be unlawful for any person to drive or transfer, or cause to be driven or transferred, any dog from without to within the Town Pound without permission of the Animal Control Officer.

        SECTION VII.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC. that is shall be unlawful for any person, without express permission from the Animal Control Officer, to break open or open a gate or enter into the Town Pound, or in anywise injure said pound or enclosure, or release, drive out, or turn loose therefrom, or permit or assist the escape of any dog confined therein.

                                                              SECTION VIII.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC. that it shall be the right of the Animal Control Officer or such other officials or persons appointed by the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, to impound or cause to be impounded, upon actual notice thereof, any dog, that has bitten a human being within the corporate limits of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, or has been bitten by a dog suspected of having rabies or any other infection associated thereto for a period of ten days or longer for observation.

                                                              SECTION VIIII.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that any dog of fierce, dangerous, or vicious propensities, shall be allowed upon any street, avenue, highway, alley, sidewalk, parkway, park or other public place in the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana, whether said dog is under the control of the owner or a member of his immediate family either by leash, cord, chain or otherwise.

                                                                          SECTION X.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that it shall be unlawful for any person or the owner or anyone that has charge, control or custody thereof to keep any dog within the corporate limits of the Town which howls, yells or barks excessively as to disturb the sleep, peace and quiet of any inhabitant of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana.

                                               SECTION XI.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that it shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or be in charge of any dog to allow or permit said dog to wander or stray upon the property of another and damage said property.  In the event any such dog shall wander or stray upon the property of any person within the corporate limits of the Town of Lake Arthur, Louisiana and shall cause damage thereon, proof of such damage and the identity of the dog shall be sufficient to convict the person owning or having charge of or control of the dog of violating the provisions of this section.

                                                            SECTION XII.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, ETC., that all owners, custodians or keepers of dogs who shall fail to comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than One ($1.00) Dollar nor more than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars or imprisoned not less than One (1) Day nor more than Thirty (30) Days, or both.

After public hearing was held on the above ordinance, the title having been read and the ordinance considered, on motion by Council Member Sherry Crochet, seconded by Council Member Dorothy Charles to adopt the ordinance, a record vote was taken and the following result was had:

YEAS:    Sherry Crochet, Dorothy Charles, David Hanks, Robert Palermo, and 


 Ricky Monceaux           


NAYS:   None 


ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None
WHEREUPON, the presiding officer declared the above ordinance duly adopted on this 4th day of May, 2016.

________________________________

                                         


ROBERT B. BERTRAND, MAYOR


I certify that the above ordinance was presented to the Mayor by me on the 6th day of May, 2016.

                                                                          











  ___________________________________
                                                                          CYNTHIA MALLETT, TOWN CLERK


I, acknowledge receipt of the above ordinance from the Town Clerk on this 6th day of May, 2016. 

                                                                              











     _______________________________






     ROBERT B. BERTRAND, MAYOR


I, hereby approve the above ordinance on this 6th day of May,  2016.

                                                                                 
           
        _______________________________
                                                                                ROBERT B. BERTRAND, MAYOR


I certify that the above ordinance was received by me from the Mayor on this 6th day of May,  2016.

                                                                          











   __________________________________
                                                                          CYNTHIA MALLETT, TOWN CLERK
3. Upon the recommendation of Chief of Police Ray Marcantel and after Mayor Bertrand explained the recommended new position would be a un-paid position, It was moved by David Hanks, seconded by Ricky Monceaux to make a new position in the Lake Arthur Police Department as Department Chaplin.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously. 

4. Upon the recommendation of Chief of Police Ray Marcantel, it was moved by Dorothy Charles, seconded by Ricky Monceaux to fill the position, Police Chaplin, for the Lake Arthur Police Department with William (Buddy) Howard Jr., as an unpaid Police Chaplin.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.  
5. It was moved by Sherry Crochet, seconded by David Hanks to enter into contract by and between The Division of Administration and The Town of Lake Arthur for CWEF FY 2014-2015 in the amount of $13,407.00 for the purpose of installing an electrical control circuit on both of the town’s water wells, and authorize Mayor Bertrand to execute said contract.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.

6. It was moved by Sherry Crochet, seconded by David Hanks to approve paying the bills.  A roll call vote was taken. The motion carried unanimously.

7. Mayor Bertrand made the following:

a. Extended Congratulations to Chris Zaunbrecher and everyone involved in the “Art in the Park” event.  It was a big success and it is getting bigger each year.  
b. Announced the Lake Arthur Park Project is almost completed and there are plans to repair/replace and clean up Martin Luther King West End Park. 

c. Announced the overlay projects of New Orleans Street from 5th to 7th Street and Calcasieu Street from 4th to 8th Street.  

d. Guaranteed all citizens that during the last tremendous rains that the pumps were pumping steady to help with the flooding of the town. Also, additional pumps were brought in to aid in the flooding of some areas.
8. It was moved by David Hanks, seconded by Ricky Monceaux to adjourn meeting.  A roll call vote was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:030 p.m.
APPROVED:







_____________________________

ATTEST:





ROBERT BERTRAND, MAYOR
___________________________________

CYNTHIA MALLETT, TOWN CLERK
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